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the forge; the post of Tadoussac might be so well
furnished with them that it could supply them to the
other posts, according to their needs; but, as for
weapons, I consider the thing almost Impossible.
The interests of the Posts will suffer from it, and
the savages will leave those places.

1st, the savage who has only one gun would be
obliged, when its lock is out of order, to give it to the
agent to send it to Quebec; and he will either wait
with folded arms until it is returned, or it will be
necessary to lend him another, or else rent him one.
That would require in every post almost a double
supply of guns, which would be an increase in
expenses. 2nd, If the savage is obliged to pay the
rent of the gun that will be loaned him until his own
is sent back from Quebec, he will incur a double
expense —the mending of his own gun, and the rent
of the gun loaned; he will not be satisfied with this.
Besides, either they will wait for the ship, to send
the guns,—and that will be a great delay,—or these
will be Sent in Canoes. That would then multiply
the voyages to Quebec, which are not made without
expense, and which will occupy Engagés who are
absolutely needed in the posts during the summer,
especially in those of Chekoutimi and the Jeremie
Islets. On the other hand, by keeping the gunsmith
at Tadoussac, the savages can Send their guns
thither; and their going, coming, and remaining
there will only make a journey of 3 days. In each
man's account is noted the cost of the work that has
been done, and he pays for it with the rest; and
what the savages pay either for the stock of the gun,
or for the mending, greatly exceeds the Wages that
are given to the two gunsmiths,—one of whom



